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TABLE   140

THE UTILIZATION OF THE LAND IN ITALY1
Types of Land                                 Percentage of Total

Seed lands:

Cereals......................................              23. o

Temporary grass and other forage crops.........               6.9

Other arable and i'allow........................              13.1

Meadows and permanent pastures................              21.9

Horticulture....................................              4.8

Forests (including chestnuts).....................              18.0

Productive non-cultivated lands..................               4.0

Total agrarian and forest lands...............              91.7

Unproductive area..............................               8.3

Total......................................            ioo.o

large sections have inadequate and uncertain rainfall. On the other
hand, much can be attributed to historical and human factors. In the
south an unfortunate system of absentee landlordism serves as an addi-
tional handicap, but the greatest drawback is the lack of efficiency of
the population. Throughout peninsular and insular Italy illiteracy is
common among- the peasants, and they lack both the knowledge of im-
proved methods and the means to make that knowledge effective if it
\vere once scoured. Many exist on a subsistence level, their principal
aim being' to force their tiny holdings to yield sufficient food for them-
selves and their families. Faced with these conditions, it is little wonder
that production is low, and that the provision of an ample food supply
is one of the chief problems of the state.

Within recent years this problem has become more serious, due to
the rapid growth of population, to the concentration of an increasing
proportion of the people in large industrial centers, and to efforts to
raise living standards. Faced with these conditions, the present govern-
ment has been making every effort to increase agricultural production.
These efforts have resulted and can result in only limited success. Some
new land has been and may be added by irrigation, drainage and ma-
laria control, but it is estimated that only about 50 per cent of the area
of the country can ever support crops, and some 47 per cent is now
being used. The possibilities of any material extension of acreage are
thus slight. Rather, it seems probable that increased wages and living
standards may drive out of cultivation some of the marginal land now
used. The possibilities of any increase in the yield per acre are likewise
lMcGuire, C, Italy's International Economic Position, The Macmillai^ Company,
New York, K)%J*